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Karig, Walter. Lower Than Angels. Farrar. Feb. 21, 


1945. 370p. $2.75. 


Start the growth this particular tree Brooklyn but 
then transplant Staten Island, model its develop- 
nent somewhat upon that Ernie Mott Llewellyn’s 
But the Lonely Heart, add dash Farrell’s 
espairing milieu and you have the career Marvin 
Lower Than Angels. The title derived from the 
well known verse the Psalmist ‘what man that Thou 
art mindful him? for Thou has made him little 
lower than the angels.” But Mr. Karig has taken his 
man very low, quite bit lower than the angels. 


This is, sense, chronological novel although possibly 
more chronology than novel. traces the develop- 
ment Marvin Lang, human being, from early youth 
death, showing the essential similarity between his life 
and those his father and his son. Perhaps Mr. Karig 
saying that human life cut pattern that remains 
fundamentally the same through changing times. are 
introduced Marvin living Brooklyn with his father 
and mother and the former’s parents. The Lang family 
straitlaced and their way life narrow being best 
succession minor material crises with possible ma- 
terial security the major goal. When the elder Langs 
die Marvin’s father uses his small inheritance set him- 
self business. Most Martin’s life spent the 
small Staten Island community where the Langs operate 
delicatessen. 


Marvin went school and worked daily the store whose 
maintenance was continuous family struggle. school 
only arithmetic had significance; appreciated nothing 
the value education. was introduced religion 
but appreciated nothing its true significance. made 
contacts with other people but they meant little him. 
Schooling terminated with the eighth grade and Marvin 
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went work for Goldschmidt, the local butcher. The 
first world war came 1914 and Marvin all meant 
was the opportunity for fabulous wages war plants. 
two instances came into contact with unions and with 
labor strife but had appreciation the social signifi- 
cance these phenomena seeing them only the light 
their immediate effect upon Marvin Lang. When 
America entered the war was drafted and became 
cook being assigned guard duty the Ramapo Reser- 
voir. From there was summoned home the sudden 
death his father with whom had bickered continu- 
ously. the basis being his mother’s sole support 
was about seek release from the army when the war 
ended. Mustered out began run the store and as- 
sume the role, far his mother would permit, head 
the family. had learned about sex early and had 
indulged frequently but now began going with re- 
spectable girl, Louise Kramer. the same time met 
Selma Johnson whose family had recently moved into 
town and whose father was interested the Langs’ busi- 
ness. Marvin and Louise were drifting toward marriage 
but they quarreled and Marvin married Selma Johnson 
whose father had purchased the Lang market. The story 
closes with epilogue 1944 when Carl Lang, Marvin’s 
son, seeks release from the army his mother’s chief 
support after his father’s death from explosion black 
market gasoline. 


Marvin Lang definitely lower than the angels. Wholly 
material outlook with few guiding principles and 
worthwhile goals indictment the type home 
from which came, the school system which educated 
him, the pseudo-religion from which fled and the so- 
ciety which was part. Food, sex, material security 
and approbation associates are his only objectives and 
those course are insufficient for man’s happiness. 
picture human life Marvin’s career all too frequently 
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matched today. There some minor value the book 
but heavily counterbalanced the method treat- 
ment. Profanity and vulgarity are found many cases. 
Sex important factor ranging all the way from juve- 
nile nastiness (pp. 24, 63) through fornication frank 
use prostitution. somewhat objectionable reference 
the Bible found page 61. all the book 
reader. 


Robey, John Brett. The Innovator. Doubleday, Doran. 
Feb. 1945. 292p. $2.75. 


Irreconcilable rivalries were temporarily forgotten the 
emergency created the triumphal entry Jesus Christ 
into Jerusalem. The supreme council the nation, though 
torn bitter antagonisms, political and personal, and 
representing extreme social and political factions, found 
itself agreement one thing, the urgent need 
silencing Him Who threatened destroy their power over 
the populace and, their view, might lead successful 
revolution against the power Rome. The Innovator 
attempts reconstruct the personal story the men who 
sat judgment Christ. 


Covering the period from Monday Thursday preceding 
the Crucifixion, the book moves from the meetings the 
Council the secret meetings the leaders where 
cies and strategy were planned. They had accomplish 
two things, silence Christ and doing appease the 
populace giving their action semblance justice. 


The principal figures the story are Annas, the real 
power and whip the Council; Caiaphas, his puppet, 
disgruntled titular head the Council; Matthan, schem- 
ing, ambitious and unscrupulous professional politician; 
and Porphirios, whose influence due solely his posi- 
tion wealthy capitalist. Their cynical cruelty 
brought out the summary execution Ben Israel, 
Council member who dared oppose them. Their alliance 
strictly matter expediency, though each sees 
opportunity further political ambition. One mem- 
ber the Council toys with the possibility Christ being 
the Messias and Son God, and therefore excluded 
from the emergency meeting which condemned Him. 


The person Christ appears only the final pages 
the book, when stands trial before the Council. This 
representation fairly accurate its fidelity the his- 
torical account, though omits many details. 


novel the book suffers from the inclusion too many 
irrelevant incidents. These incidents, such the liaison 
between Matthan and Judith; Susannah, the wife 
Matthan, selling her pearls; veiled reference her friend- 
ship with Judas; and the dwarf, monger obscene sym- 
bols, who suspected having connection with the 
disciples, all seem clues some important develop- 
ment the story, but have nothing with the final 
outcome. The last incident mentioned particularly 
objectionable. 


Twice the author includes incidents that are slightly sug- 
gestive, and with apparent purpose. While not 
very objectionable book, neither commended 


Charles Denecke, 


University Scranton 


Best 


Parrish, Anne. Poor Child. Feb. 12, 1945, 
273p. $2.50. 


somberly written novel Miss Parrish has dissected 
psychologically the life twelve year old, seared 
tragedy and seeking desperately the reassurance and 
certainty that only being loved and wanted can bring. 


With his family wiped out the tragedy suicide and 
murder Martin Doyle finds himself alone and unloved. 
submits the pasty charity social workers resolving 
however fend for himself the only way knows— 
the way the gamin. But when sent live the 
slowly mouldering Pleasaunce his heart imme- 
diately the young and beautiful but thoughtless, re- 
cently widowed Constance Rendon who lives with 
her husband’s uncle, her fantasy bound and hyperimagin- 
ative son John and two elderly family servants, the negro 
Jake and the Swiss nurse Anna. Their way life 
entirely new Martin; wants revel its partially 
pastoral simplicity but his fears and inhibitions restrain 
him. wants desperately loved Constance 
and does his best adapt himself alienly gentle 
way life. But basically Constance only self-inter- 
ested and all Martin’s endeavors, some them foolish, 
some definitely evil, can win only surface affection and 
not the real love craves. his childish blindness 
rejects the sane and saving affection which Anna offers 
favor the beautiful illusion pursuing. When 
Anna dismissed unjustly and English couple comes 
take her place while Constance falling love 
Martin, seeing his chances fading and spurred fear, 
attempts use Constance’s affection for her son gain 
place her heart. His methods lead John’s death 
and Constance leaves Martin with the Fowlers when she 
marries. Martin entrapped Costello, the worldly- 
wise chauffeur, who is, implication, homosexual. 
When Anna returns effort save him rejects, 
under Costello’s influence, the chance leave with her 
but last burst endeavor flees his misery seek 
safety her company. 


There brooding horror this book and murky evil 
well. But there beautiful imagery, sound characteriza- 
tion and powerful, though writing. 
Although shadowy times Miss Parrish’s characters are 
truly human and the case Martin Doyle, least, 
commanding all our pity. Martin fell into evil and 
knew was evil but fell because his childish perception, 
the absence mature guidance, was too weak dis- 
cover the correct means the goal sought with all 
child’s intensity. fell into evil, was drawn ever more 
deeply into its was repentant insofar lay within 
his power and chose escape that evil when opportunity 
offered. this seems good book but 
would seem strong fare for any but mature and 
discriminating readers. 


Knox, Rev. Ronald. The New Testament. Sheed and 
Ward. 1944. 573p. $3.00. 


growing love for Holy Scripture, the inspired word 
God, excellent sign amongst our Catholic people. 
Father Ronald Knox, one our foremost Catholic writers, 
the request the Hierarchy Great Britain, has given 
new translation the Vulgate text. 


Fr. 
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For all who have loved the old Vulgate translation Fr. 
Knox’s erudite work offers many surprises. has madé 
the story Our Blessed Lord’s life most readable. The 
and archaic expressions that have 
sented certain difficulties, has ironed out into lan- 
guage the present day. St. Matthew’s Gospel has been 
always difficult reading. The list names the geneal- 
ogy Our Blessed Lord are unusual, and the obscurity 
the text increased the word “begot”. Fr. Knox makes 
these first chapters easily readable merely using our 
phraseology, “was born”. All through the translation his 
effort clearness proves distinct advantage. For those 
not familiar with the Vulgate text, the preferences would 
given perhaps Fr. Knox’s translation. the Epistles 
St. Paul, many passages obscure the old translation 
are clarified Fr. Knox’s translation. For example: 


beseech you therefore, brethren, the mercy God, 
that you present your bodies living sacrifice, holy, 
pleasing unto God, your reasonable service. And 
not conformed this world; but reformed the 
newness your mind, that you may prove what the 
good and the acceptable, and the perfect will God. 
For say, the grace that given me, all that are 
among you, not more wise than behoveth 
wise, but wise unto sobriety, and according 
God hath divided every one the measure faith. 
For one body have many members, but all the 
members have not the same office: being many, 
are one body Christ, and every one members one 
another. (Rom. XII, 1-5, Vulgate.) 


There mistaking what St. Paul means when read 
Fr. Knox’s translation: 


And now, brethren, appeal you God’s mercies 
offer your bodies living sacrifice, consecrated 
God and worthy His acceptance; this the wor- 
ship due from you rational creatures. And you must 
not fall with the manners this world; there must 
inward change, remaking your minds, that 
you can satisfy yourselves what God’s will, the good 
thing, the desirable thing, the perfect thing. Thus, 
virtue the grace that given me, warn every man 
who your company not think highly himself, 
beyond his just estimation, but have sober esteem 
himself, according the measure faith which 
God has apportioned each. Each has one body, 
with many different parts, and not all these parts have 
the same function; just we, though many number, 
form one body Christ, and each acts the counter- 
part another. 


Cor. XI, the Vulgate read: say again, (let 
man think foolish, otherwise take one 
foolish, that also may glory little).” Fr. Knox’s trans- 
lation most agreeably clarifies this obscure passage St. 
Paul: “Once more appeal you, let none you think 
vanity, and let boast little turn.” 


translating from any text freely there danger sac- 
rificing accuracy. St. John’s Gospel, Chapter be- 
lieve the old Vulgate translation much superior the 
translation Fr. Knox. Compare these passages: 


Vulgate, verses 1-6: “In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
The same was the beginning with God. All things 
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were made Him; and without Him was made noth- 
ing that was made. Him was life, and the life was 
the light men. And the light shineth darkness, 
and the darkness did not comprehend it.” 


The Knox translation: “At the beginning time the 
Word already was; and God had the Word abiding with 
him, and the Word was God. abode, the beginning 
time, with God. was through him that all things 
came into being, and without him came nothing that has 
come be. him was life, and that life was the light 
men. And the light shines darkness, darkness 
which was not able master it.” 


remains mooted question whether the new trans- 
lation has been benefit detriment Scripture 
readers sacrificing some the idiomatic expressions, 
that have age-old appeal because the proverbial 
manner which they are couched. all depends upon 
one’s taste. gustibus non disputandum. 


Matthew VI, man can serve two masters; for 
either will hate the one and love the other will 
sustain the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and mammon.” Fr. Knox’s translation reads: 
man cannot slave two masters once; either 
will hate the one and love the other will devote 
himself the one and despise the other. You must serve 
God money; you cannot serve both.” There literary 
strength about the first translation that makes live and 
there literary weakness the second, believe, that 
makes easy forget. the 33rd and 34th verses 
this same chapter, Fr. Knox misses the strong idiomatic 
power the text which comes recapitulation the 
entire chapter: “Seek first the kingdom God and his 
justice and all these things shall added unto you. 
not solicitous for tomorroy, for the morrow will solic- 
itous for itself. Sufficient for the day the evil thereof.” 


Fr. Knox’s translation weak when compared with the 
above: “Make your first care find the kingdom 
God and his approval and all things shall yours without 
the asking. not fret then over tomorrow; leave tomor- 
rom fret over its own needs; for today, today’s troubles 
are enough.” 


appreciate the sublimity the old Vulgate translation 
and the clearness Fr. Knox’s translation, one should 
read them side side. Fr. Knox will clarify any obscure 
passage; but you will deeply impressed the same 
time, with the strength St. Jerome’s—or the old Vulgate 
translation. 

Stephen Sweeney, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Lin Yu-tang. The Vigil Nation. Day. Jan. 25, 
1945. 262p. $2.75. 


Dr. Lin Yu-tang, who generally known novelist, 
humorist, and satirist, has become increasingly interested 
political matters since the publication Between Tears 
and Laughter. His latest book, The Vigil Nation, 
essentially personal account his recent journey 
China and expresses many political arguments. 


Dr. Lin’s frank analysis allows the reader arrive 
objective and impartial picture contemporary China. 
The Vigil Nation covers his trip from the United 
States China with emphasis upon Chungking, Sian 
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and Chengtu. This reviewer well acquainted with the 
persons and places mentioned. Being literary artist, 
Dr. Lin has been able depict many aspects the 
general scene vividly, although occasionally with exag- 
geration, which characteristic many novelists. 
political matters his attitude rather different from that 
revealed his previous writings. There can doubt 
about his sincerity. states that “had three-hour- 
long talk with Chen Lifu, former Minister Education, 
now Minister Organization the Kuomintang (p. 56), 
but admits, not share Chen Lifu’s party views.” 
(p. 131). Dr. Lin goes say that Chen “an arch 
and probably the man most execrated 
the Communist camps.” (p. 57). has, nevertheless, 
made many charges against the Chinese Communists, 
criticising their lack cooperation with the Chinese 
Government, and even cites many accounts when and 
where the Communists attacked the government troops. 


There seems general American conception that 
the Chinese Communists are different from those 
Soviet Russia European American countries. 
Many American commentators are inclined think 
the Chinese Communists only “agrarian reformers” 
“social democrats” “social Dr. Lin believes 
that the Chinese Communist Party “owed its allegiance 
the Comintern its last day. Whatever the Comintern 
thought the Chinese Communist Party, the latter 
thought very well its mother. Now, however, 
orphaned through the mother’s decease, and frantic 
effort made father through some other Western 
nation.” (pp. 230-1). 

Dr. Lin believes that “the true totalitarian regime and 
really thorough one-party dictatorship China 
Yenan, and not Chungking.” also the opinion 
that “indifferent and unsympathetic the Kuomintang 
many Chinese are, they care even less for Red Regime 
over China” (p. 232), basing his reason upon the fact 
that the Chinese have learned the menace from their 
relatives and friends who have lived under the reign 
terror the places occupied the Communists. 

the concluding chapter his book, Dr. Lin expresses 
his belief China the proper road toward democracy 
and that the National Government with President Chiang 
Kai-shek should have free hand deal with the Com- 
munist problem China. Regarding the question 
the Chinese army, thinks that the lack supplies has 
made the army face “heavy handicap.” condemns 
those who fear “that Chungking were given supplies, 
might hoard them and not use them fight Japan.” 
This reviewer fully shares Dr. Lin’s opinion this regard. 
Dr. Lin, however, sometimes seems attribute too much 
importance the influence individual commentators 
implying that the American Government might follow 
their suggestions. For instance, asserts that “so far the 
viewpoint expressed Hanson Baldwin, the well- 
informed military analyst The New York Times, 
planning the defeat Japan without the Chinese army, 
seems reflect correctly the thinking and the general 
strategy the Allies” (p. 245). This reviewer not 
strategist, but judging from the current events and the 
indications the international political developments, 
very unlikely that the United States the Allies 
are unwise follow this particular opinion Mr. 
Baldwin, (although many instances Mr. Baldwin’s 
judgment may respected). 


Dr. Lin justified his appropriate pride the accom- 
plishments war-torn China, which has faced many 
hardships and handicaps the form enemy blockades, 
direct armed attacks, and lack supplies during the 
last eight years. places all due emphasis the fact 
that China should fully industrialized the post-war 
period. This almost unanimous conviction the 
Chinese people and there doubt that China will 
pursue industrialized program, and soon she 
fully industrialized China will take her proper place 
great Power among the World Powers. 


Pan Chao-ying, 
Vice-Director, Institute Chinese Culture, 
Washington, 


Bisson, Thomas Arthur. America’s Far Eastern Policy. 
Macmillan (for the International Secretariat, Institute 


Pacific Relations). Feb., 1945. 235p. $3.00. 


The author this book well known students Far 
Eastern Affairs for his careful studies this important 
field international relations and the latest volume, 
America’s Far Eastern Policy, will serve added evi- 
dence serious scholarship. fifteen chapters, enor- 
mous amount information regarding America’s Far 
Eastern policy, especially since the beginning the twen- 
tieth century, based upon documents and reliable inter- 
pretation competent authorities, has been compressed 
into 163 pages. One the important features the 
work the sixty-five pages devoted documents, over 
and above references Government documents: 
American Far Eastern Policy Peace and War and 
United States Foreign Relations: Japan 1931-1941. This 
will helpful students interested the source mater- 
ials upon which the author has based his conclusions. 


The author rightly contends that the traditional aspect 
the American Far Eastern policy has been centered 
the fact that “the United States did not intend 
debarred from participating the future economic de- 
velopment Eastern Asia.” This policy has been broad- 
ened meet the developments world politics the Far 
East. gratifying note that the author points out 
that one the real causes the failure the Nine 
Power Treaty was that the Washington Conference 
“failed establish satisfactory international machinery 
for the application enforcement pledges taken under 
the Nine Power Treaty.” The present war the Pacific, 
not the present World War, “came essentially because 
the collective action needed prevent the part 
Britain, France, the United States and the Soviet Union 
was not achieved.” But the author does not make 
clear that the real cause for the failure was based upon 
conflicting interests and desire the part great powers 
maintain their imperialisms, spheres influence 
through organization “balance power.” 


The European situation has had direct bearing the 
developments the Pacific: American policy towards 
Japan, leading the American-Japanese war. This point 
has been ably developed the author, indicating that 
“the burden defending Western interests developed 
upon the United States” while Japan was systematically 
pursuing policy their climination. The United States 
government therefore did its best check Japan’s aggres- 
sive southern expansion through Indo-China. Just 
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Russia’s refusal remove her forces from Manchuria, 
after the Boxer uprising, became the and inevitable 
cause the Russo-Japanese War 1904-1905, similarly 
Japan’s refusal withdraw her forces from Indo-China, 
upon which the United States insisted, made the outbreak 
American-Japanese war inevitable. 


The author has very clearly exposed the fundamental 
differences between the policies Japan and the United 
States during the negotiations before the attack Pearl 
Harbor Japan, summing the cardinal points 
the draft proposal the Japanese Government presented 
Secretary Hull May 12, 1941 and Mr. Hull’s reply 
presented June (pages 129-130). During the 
course negotiations, Japanese policy was not only 
prevent active American opposition Japan’s 
China, but impress upon the United States that the 
were drawn war with Germany, the Japanese 
Government, according the tripartite pact (Germany- 
would make war against The 
author does not discuss detail the Japanese proposal 
November 20, 1941 (after the arrival Mr. Kurusu) 
and the American counter proposal November .26, 
1941. These two most important documents should 
been given full. The difference between Japanese 
and American stands these notes was great that 
the American Government was convinced that the diplo- 
matic phase the present American-Japanese war was 
over November 26, 1941, and Secretary Hull during 
critical nature the situation and indicated 
the British that “the diplomatic part 
our relations with Japan was virtually over and that the 
matter will the officials the Army and the Navy” 
(p. 134). 
that Japanese imperialism the Far East 
the result the war, and the Philip- 
pines will become independ ent. But what about the 
the Great Powers the Far Apparently 
the author not sanguine adoption any definite 
policy towards extension freedom among the peoples 
Southeast Asia. “Up the present, there evi- 
dence common approach towards Southeast Asia 
established joint consultation among the United Na- 
tions concerned. Each power returning its own 
area with its own individual policy—the British Burma 
and Malaya, the Dutch the Netherlands East Indies, 
the United States the Philippines, and the French 
Indo-China” (p. 160). Does this indicate that there will 
re-establishment Western imperialisms Eastern 
the judgment the reviewer that such 
course will opposed real American interests and 
even might become one the causes the next World 
Var due rivalries among imperialist powers. 


Das 
Department Politics 
Catholic University 


Washington, 
Baum, Vicki. Once Vienna. Tr. from the original 


Buehne Felice and Alan Martin Harvey. 


Didier, Publishers. 23, 1945. 182p. $2.50. 


Time (Feb. 1945) reports that “Vicki Baum, author 
’ 
glossy, sexy novels denounced her newest, Once 
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Vienna, her first attempt, written the age 15: 
this adolescent, utterly dated and ridiculous sin 
early youth’.” 


This novel sexy and adolescent (though hard 
believe its technique could have been achieved one 
only years old). The setting described such 
words music conservatory, opera, Isolde, 
and the vacations from the conservatory training. Two 
girls, seventeen, Elis and Dima, are infatuated with their 
master, Hannes Rassiem, over forty, operatic tenor. 
turn, throughout many affairs, under human-bondage 
type love for his divorced wife Kuoczowska. Both 
girls from the beginning seem willing give themselves 
Rassiem and are fiercely jealous Rassiem’s lingering 
feeling for his absent wife. Rassiem develops rather 
honorable affection for Elis and never more than one 
occasion gently kisses her. But for Dima develops 
infatuation. She becomes his mistress, determined and 
hopeful that will eventually marry her. When the 
wife loses her voice she calls for Rassiem and they reunite. 
result Elis commits suicide, but Dima, after ghastly 
week two, able write the whole things off 
valuable experience and become star Isolde 
Rassiem’s Tristan. 


short, passion held more less ethically check 
leads broken heart and suicide; and passion indulged 
adultery becomes grand artistic experience. Love 
represented very unwholesomely overpowering and 
uncontrollable. Adultery though not literally praised 
treated matter course and Rassiem made rather 
more than less likeable for it. The whole atmosphere 
the unwholesome. has distinctive merits. 
not recommended for anyone. 


cientific Book Club---November Selection 


Peattie, Roderick. Look the Frontiers. Harper. Nov. 
$3.00. 


noted geographer has written delightfully chatty and 
informative book subject obviously close his heart, 
“earth circumstance.” The reader will have doubts. 
concerning Roderick Peattie’s fund knowledge, but not 
reason any tediously pedantic exposition technical 
matter the part the author. Quite the contrary, 
Mr. Peattie will have part with the intellectual aris- 
tocracy, and one listens comfortably the engaging voice 
sincere world citizen making plea for geographic 
way thinking preparation for more reasoned 
consideration the many plans that have already been 
put forward toward world reorganization. Reality his 
professed point departure. 


Nine interesting chapters first direct the reader’s attention 
what wrong with the world, geographically speaking. 
The imperialistic politician’s neglect the fact that 
nothing belongs exclusively anyone seems capital 
this regard. Vivid examples, historical and geographi- 
cal, with the aid attractive maps, drive home the con- 
tention that boundaries should natural, some way 
other (economic, cultural), rather than trouble-breed- 
ing, political, arbitrary lines defense. Above all, 
this ardent internationalist national boundaries are un- 
natural; “The trouble with nations nationalism,” the 
impulse toward the provincial that has been easily 
perverted into isolationism and nationalistic competitions 


furthered strategic use (misuse) the facts 
geography. write bury geopolitics, not praise it,” 
says Mr. Peattie. 


the latter half his little “Geography for the Peace 
Table,” calls it, Roderick Peattie presents his in- 
triguing solutions the many problems that have arisen 
result the world’s flair for fence building. His pro- 
vocative “zone boundary” idea based the hypothesis 
that the best theory boundaries one that will reduce 
their function minimum. Convinced the present- 
day inadequacy, many instances, rivers and even 
mountains, Mr. Peattie proposes boundaries between 
the large (and hence more aggressive) nations the many 
provincially conscious units which have till now been 
held within the arbitrary bounds the 
Zones like these Mr. Peattie would call “weak boundaries” 
inasmuch they are subject little economic pressure 
and seem require political force for maintenance. 
The typical World purely political boundary— 
“strong” from the standpoint the political force exer- 
danger the peace Europe. The author cites examples 
(all too few) where his zone concept has been tried; 
believes that, like not, there are such zones; but 
remains for peace makers realistically draw their lines 
accordingly. These areas seem common hunting 
grounds multiform culture ordinarily found the 
rims the European states. Like Switzerland, they are 
neutralized. The author’s plan necessarily involves 
the creation number independent small states: 
Alsace-Lorraine, Savoy-Provence, Transylvania, Bessara- 
bia, etc., etc. The obvious objection that such minute 
entities will the weak prey neighboring powers; 
and the author not too clear his answer. ap- 
parently founds his proposal upon the assumption that 
the more little states there are the more enduring world 
peace will be; war supported large counries, while 
small countries concern themselves more with the quality 
eggs exported (as Denmark) than arms. 


The fallacies inherent anti-social autarchy, tariff walls 
and the pseudo-internationalism cartels are effectively 
indicated the book. The author strong his recom- 
mendation regional federations, local customs unions 
and the internationalization certain key rivers, strategic 
sites and the air. These measures are weaken political 
boundaries, the one effective means enduring peace. 
Only such revision can make for true free trade. And 
our author’s credo that the greater the trade, the 
greater the advance civilization (the “art living 
together”); the fewer the economic functions allowed 
boundaries, the greater will the world’s peace-giving 
trade. Finally, his plea for new mind: “We should 
not have economic institutions which have social impli- 
cations. should have social attitudes which inevitably 
lead economic institutions.” 


Although one may not agree with all his conclusions, 
Roderick Peattie’s thoughts number points least 
deserve considerable reflection those interested 
the peace; his pages will convince one that the enlight- 
ened geographer’s viewpoint must also have its place 
the peace discussions. 

Frank Fadner, 

University Scranton 


214 Jameson 


Best SELLERS 


Jameson, Storm. The Journal Mary Hervey Russell. 
Macmillan. Feb. 1945. 243p. $2.50. 


Except for the first brief section, where the diary entries 
are assigned character her former novels, this 
non-fiction autobiography, covering the reactions 
sensitive and uncertain author during the years 1938- 
1943. There are striking descriptions events familiar 
from news reports, made vivid language under firm 
control; momentarily there are passages banal senti- 
mentality and vaporish gropings after personal philoso- 
phy. Previous days Europe are recounted, travel 
scenes sleepy French village, street Budapest, 
house Czeckoslovakia, all now rubble. Her family 
takes dim shape: disinterested, tight-lipped mother; 
sea-captain father, out place his last years retire- 
ment the land; favorite sister, killed air raid; 
cast-off husband, mere incident, unfilled frame. 
There are asides modern abstract art: “the slave 
matter. arrests movement the object its con- 
the advertising agency where she “dealt 
lies. greedy mouth for the cheapest and easiest 
the drama, British and imported, satis- 
fied “succession trivial events intrigue, which 
fell about the stage like lumps plaster from ceiling. 
the totality the thoughts and feeling our time, 
bore the same relation the body one its own nail 
filings.” There are few vignettes contemporary 
poets: Spender, whose imagery offers smudge his 
Auden, painfully autobiographical that 
his poems are questions, “Why suffering like this?”; 
Day Lewis, more modest and gay than either; the lesser 
grumblers about trivialities, “poets default—by default 
life.” 


But the book strives mainly concerned with the 
impact the war generation which matured during 
era when war was presented hateful thing and 
something which could occur only the past. Here and 
there, after the attempts psychoanalyzing have been 
brushed strenuously aside, are found good dialogue 
French dramatist the last domestic days Ulysses 
and which can turned into picture 
Chamberlain and Europe (pp. There are some 
pertinent questions about the combined wastefulness and 
protection war, its exhausting heroism and sterile seren- 
ity (pp. letter, more pertinent than the date 
the book’s publication could foresee, written from 
Prague September, 1938, suggests modern Poland: “On 
this day when, the decision four statesmen, our 
country has been abandoned and delivered injustice. 
Another letter, written Storm Jameson the fol- 
lowing year, when she was president the English 
Society, observes: “Governments war only care 
about truth The disinterested pursuit 
truth war time best useless; worst, danger 
the state. The old quarrel between truth and expedi- 
ency settled once, favour expediency.” 


These passages, and few other descriptive the stunned 
silence vocal bitterness European exiles, are the only 
ones the reviewer found worth underlining, reading 
again. most other places, difficult discover what 
the writer driving at, her style now brilliant and 
clear, now cloudy and turgid. her intense absorption, 
the writer very like Virginia Woolf; few sentences, 
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she outdoes Gertrude Stein’s Alice Toklas. Because this 
vagueness, unlikely that many readers will find the 
book palatable fare. The blemishes another sort are 
few: there are needless references homosexuality (pp. 
20, 35) and the passing recommendation that career 
women should deny themselves children (p. 25) order 
create knowledge. This step, incidentally, was not 
taken the author herself, whose son the air force— 
fact which makes understandable much her bitter- 
ness. 

James Edward Tobin, 

Fordham University 


Wilson, Earl. Gazing Into 8-Ball. Doubleday. 
Feb. 23, 1945. 182p. $2.00. 


Spurred, doubt, the success Allen Smith, 
Earl Wilson has now produced book cut from the same 
cloth those his prototype. thus becomes con- 
tender for Mr. Smith’s title the “screwball’s Boswell” 
but due Mr. Smith’s head start Wilson poses only 
minor threat the champion. avoid unseemly com- 
petition, however, Mr. Wilson has had himself christened 
the “Editor the 3B’s” title whose explanation bit 
too vulgar for inclusion here. 


The jacket blurb credits Mr. Wilson with being “Saloon 
Editor the New York Post and seemingly his beat in- 
cludes every well known well some the lesser 
known night spots New York. Normally his working 
hours are nocturnal but promise less difficult when 
Mr. Byrne’s recent curfew suggestion put into effect. 
general synopsis the book will attempted be- 
cause the offensively vulgar nature much the 
material. Suffice say that the entire work col- 
lection column-culled anecdotes with added material 
too objectionable for newspaper publication. The sub- 
jects are the great and near great Broadway, the 
stage, the screen, radio, café society and the lunatic 
fringe prominent our country. The style the 
usual breezy, cynical, wise-cracking cant the confirmed 
columnist. The author indulges thinly camouflaged 
profanity, vulgarity and suggestiveness. One the 
more objectionable features his persistent interest 
“bosomology.” One hopes that Mr. Wilson will left 
gazing murkily into his 8-ball but definitely behind it. 
The book entirely unsuitable for anyone. 


Scientific Book Club---December Selection 


Cleveland, Reginald and Neville, Leslie The Coming 
Air Age. Whittlesey House. Nov. 13, 1944. 359p. $2.75. 


Among the significant impressions which one gains from 
reading The Coming Air Age that there will many 
difficulties surmounted the much-discussed age 
the airplane. The writers are evidently firm believers 
the coming air age but they have not succumbed 
noticeably wishful thinking for they have made 
fairly comprehensive analysis the many difficult prob- 
lems which are faced future aviation develop- 
ment. The authors evidently believe that the progress 
aviation much more likely evolutionary than 
revolutionary. The book begins with consideration 
the immediate post-war period when the demand for 
the aviation manufacturer’s goods will drop almost the 
vanishing point. For the United States maintain 
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leading position world aviation requires that these 
manufacturers given favorable governmental considera- 
tions. They have been operating under very difficult 
and precarious financial conditions such very low 
capital ratio. 

There doubt that the applications the newer 
technical aviation developments peacetime flying will 
greatly increase the range and carrying capacity the 
planes the near future. Furthermore the authors pre- 
dict that aviation services will grow rather rapidly even 
all conditions are not entirely favorable and that 
fairly dense network airways will cover the globe 
few years after the war. supposed that some these 
airways will over the polar regions the interest 
economy distance and that some our cities (such 
Chicago) will take added importance the future 
because their relative aerial nearness other northern 
industrial centers. With the expansion the airway 
network there the possibility that gradual 
populations will take place conform the pattern 
the airways and the airway terminals. 

pointed out that the extensiveness future freight 
and passenger air services will depend upon such things 
the availability petroleum fuels and the develop- 
ment more efficient engines. Gliders present some 
hopeful possibilities connection with aerial freight and 
express service, and jet-propulsion take-offs heavily 
loaded planes may become commonplace. For long dis- 
tance passenger and freight service will necessary 
discover the most economical size aircraft; the indi- 
cations are that these planes will the (already pro- 
jected) 200 ton 400 passenger class with speeds around 
300 miles per hour. Maximum economy prime con- 
sideration since the planes will competition with 
other well established modes transportation; however, 
favor aerial transportation there are the obvious 
compensating factors reduced handling charges for 
freight and the saving the passengers’ time. 


Consideration given some aspects the important 
question “freedom the air” such the advantages 
and disadvantages nation which excludes foreign 
aircraft from the air over it. Some indications are given 
the trend governmental aviation policies and the 
effect these policies can have future aviation develop- 
ment. 

the opinion the authors that the day the family 
plane somewhat more distant than have been led 
believe. Until the manufacturers can build and sell 
four five passenger simple-to-operate and safe-to-fly 
plane the price range average priced automobile 
the market will rather limited the opinion the 
authors. believed that helicopters, which have some 
outstanding advantages and disadvantages far the 
average flyer concerned, will take some time de- 
veloped for family use. 


Two other problems arising connection with greatly 
expanded civil aviation are considered the book; they 
are the problems adequate airports and airport facilities 
and that the safe and efficient handling air traffic. 
doubt the problems aerial traffic will greatly 
complicated when and there are, say, five million private 
planes this country. 


This book written appeal the general reader 
well the air enthusiast. offers rather practical 
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approach the solution the knotty problems which 
aviation will likely have face the not too distant 


future. 
Joseph Harper, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Book the Month Club---March 
Co-Selection 
(With Wright’s Black Boy) 


Wescott, Glenway. Apartment Athens. Harper. Feb. 
28, 1945. 268p. $2.50. 


Apartment Athens carefully composed fictional 
indictment the Germans the “master race”. Captain 
Ernst Robert Kalter the German Army occupying the 
city Athens established his quarters the small apart- 
ment former publisher Nikolas Helianos, thus forcing 
almost intolerable close physical association upon 
Greek family already half-starved and mental anguish. 


the beginning the Captain overbearing: his the 
best bed; has exclusive use living room and water- 
closet; petty demands during the night and day make 
slaves the Helianos family; beatings and scoldings de- 
scend upon the unfortunate Greeks. Then sudden un- 
belivable change after two-week vacation Germany. 
The physically fit Captain (now Major) has lost much 
weight; his appetite poor and his interest work gone. 
From study Persian Arabic (next the list 
prospective conquests the master race) the Major has 
turned light novels. Why, even invites Nikolas into 
the living room, converses with him, expounds the Ger- 
man dream, 


last, sooner later, (war) will work for us. 
That will great day; Utopia the English call 
it; everything new, everything creative! last the 
world will have world-government; and who 
govern, unless Germany? What other nation 
the task, self-confident, hard-working? 
(p. 110) 


The new Kalter produced change the Helianos’ life. 
Mrs. Helianos began feel defiant where before her 
frame had shaken Kalter’s mere approach. Nikolas 
was lulled into feeling companionableness, com- 
miseration even when learned the Major’s unhappi- 
ness the death his wife and family result the 
war. Poor Nikolas! failed distinguish Kalter’s 
faith the German master race from Kalter’s personal 
grief. Nikolas made tactless remark from which 
learned lesson, prison, and which passed 
his wife, 
prejudiced unreasonable wife, yes, you did warn 
me. But no, no. was the good-natured and reason- 
able and judicious one, would not listen. forgave 
him, especially one midnight. was sorry for him, 
especially that last afternoon. Therefore now here 
sit evil old prison writing you long, illegible, 
impotent letter. That story. think there are 
millions men foolish every nation; and 
want them know what know now. 


something for beware of: the good moods 
Germans, their suddenly reforming and seeking 
please, the natural changes their hearts. That 
the moral story. ... 


Best SELLERs 


But tell you, liking not liking doesn’t matter, 
doesn’t important thing never trust 
them. mature mind one can like people, 
even love them, without blind confidence them; 
cannot one? 


But sometimes seems me, having been childish 
myself all life, that all the good-hearted men and 
women earth are children, and only the evil ones 
have mature minds; and then despair (p. 232-3). 


goes Nikolas’s message his wife who grasps the emo- 
tion the message but not the real thought which was 
persuade the Americans and British not give weak 
peace, nor forget the lesson war; Mrs. Helianos’ 
transmutes the message into call for personal sacrifice 
and gives her last son, Alex, the work the Greek 
underground. 


propaganda novel, depicting the Nazi philosophy, 
one-sided leaving the reader with the thought that 
Nazi principles and German thought are synonymous. 
Like the Communists the Nazi were minority party who 
seized the major social and political and economic controls. 
The suicide Kalter consistent with his material Nazi 
philosophy, that the individual who longer useful 
the state may decree his own death. novel Apart- 
ment Athens could called suitable for the general 
adult reader; its strength its characterization rather 
than its thesis. 


Dmitri, Ivan. Flight Everywhere. Whittlesey. 
13, 1944. 240p. $6.00. 


More than ever before contemporary history being re- 
corded the medium photography. Today’s contribu- 
tion the addition photography color which adds 
expressiveness already expressive medium. The 
photographic history this war will suffer neither 
accuracy nor expressiveness from the pictures which Ivan 
Dmitri has published the present book. Mr. Dmitri, 
Levon West would more correctly called, 
well known photographer whose work has been produced 
the Saturday Evening Post for many years. His present 
book record color and ordinary photography 
32,000 mile trip along the routes the Air Transport 
Command, that vital adjunct our globally functioning 
military machine. From the thousands exposures Mr. 
Dmitri has selected some 450 for inclusion with running 
commentary his trip. 


The author began his aerial safari over the well known 
South American route via Belem and Natal Ascension 
Island and then Accra the Gold Coast Africa. 
The trans-Africa route carried him Khartoum from 
whence flew via Arabia Karachi India and thence 
Assam where located one terminus the 
famous route over the Himalayan very brief 
visit Kunming and then retraced the path 
Khartoum. Throughout this trip photographed all the 
activities ATC and did competent job presenting 
their work the people. Planes, pilots, freight, country- 
side, people, and dozen other items were the staples 
his photography. From Khartoum took off for Cairo 
and then along the Mediterranean coast Tuniswards. 
There photographed the activities the Bomber 
Command before going recently liberated Sicily where 
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Palermo recorded the beginnings reconstruction 
together with continued enemy bombing raids. Further 
westward along North Africa and then Preswick and 
the northern route via Iceland, Greeland, Labrador, and 
Presque Isle, Maine, leading him back New York. Every- 
where photographed the activities ATC installations, 
giving them the credit they richly deserve for the gar- 
gantuan role they have pioneered specialized logistics. 
His photography accompanied running commentary 
personalized journalese somewhat reminiscent the 
well known travelogue. Some the pictures are familiar 
readers through earlier publication but some are 
superb, especially those dealing with the tragic side 
war, that they deserve repetition. this true 
the Italian mother crouched amid bomb-swept ruins 
nursing her baby. One two minor objectionable pic- 
tures occur, such leggy pose starlet bomb, 
nude over the bar service club; but the whole 
the book suitable for readers college level and higher. 


Jensen, Lt. Oliver, USNR. Carrier War. Simon and 
Schuster. Feb. 28, 1945. 174p. $2.50. 


This the biography Task Force 58. Artemus 
Gates, Assistant Secretary the Navy for Air, says 
Foreword, “Combining the hard-hitting punch carrier 
planes with the big guns modern battleships, this new 
arrangement naval power has master the seas.” 
The thirteen month history this new force, from Sept. 
1943 (the Marcus raid) October, 1944, when the 
invasion the Philippines began, admirably told and 
pictured Carrier War. Lt. Jensen combines history 
naval war the Pacific with account strategy; the 
whole blended with human interest anecdotes and with 
fine collection half-tone and color pictures you 
will find anywhere, equalled only those Flight 
Everywhere. Mixed with the accounts victories are 
the sad stories the pilots who failed return. “One 
the many troubles with war that victory too expensive 
enjoy.” 

One should not say that this required reading for that 
educational term enough frighten most people. 
mighty fine book which any adult will appreciate. Un- 
fortunately the author has succumbed journalistic 
mode opening with profanity and closing with vulgarity; 
these two sections, however, are not typical the book. 


Inner Sanctum Selection 
Lawrence, Hilda. Time Die. Simon and Schuster. 


Feb. 16, 1945. 266p. $2.00. 


the “Covered Dish” supper given little mountain- 
resort church, frail, little, old Miss Rayner wounded 
arrow from one the contests. The arrow dis- 
appears and does kindly Mary Cassiday. They are 
found together week later. Involved the tragedy are 
the guests the hotel (particularly nine-year old Joey, 
Miss Cassiday’s charge), the crippled owner the local 
bus fleet, and also pair powerful binoculars, and 
Mark East, detective vacation, who first refuses 
take the case. 

entertaining story, considerably better reading than 


Erle Stanley Gardner and Ellery Queen, but never ap- 
proaching Dorothy Sayers, Paul McGuire Michael 
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Innes. Characters are distinguishable mainly through 
descriptions their physical features. The solution 
the crime told the reader—he has little opportunity 
uncover for himself. The pace rapid, however, 
and suspense maintained with reasonable satisfaction. 
Good for evening. 

Helen Butler, 


Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


d’Alessio, Gregory. Welcome Home. McBride. Feb. 24, 
1945. 64p. $1.00. 


This collection some fifty odd cartoons, familiar 
many because previous appearance Collier’s, Ameri- 
can, Woman’s Home Companion and other magazines, 
deals with the reactions civilians and soldiers the 
resumption normal life after the end the war. Many 
are quite humorous, some are dull and some are meaning- 
less. Several having connection with the main theme 
are included. Only one cartoon, that bubble dancer 
page 14, somewhat offensive. 


Avery Hopwood Major Fiction Award 


Gilpatrick, Naomi. The Broken Pitcher. Dial. Feb. 23, 
1945. 280p. $2.50. 


This, the author’s first novel, won the Avery Hopwood 
Major Fiction Award for 1943. the psychological 
study the six persons involved very unusual and, 
many respects, highly improbable situation, into 
which the reader admitted through the deep reflections 
the central character. 


Sharon O’Dell returned from the College St. Elizabeth 
the Pelican Estate spend the summer vacation with 
her mother, Miss Winter and Mrs. Parr. Sharon had 
never questioned the presence the other two women 
who had become part their family group. The Estate 
had belonged Miss Winter before she handed the deed 
the house young Dr. O’Dell, the kind interne who 
rented suite her home, and who had cared for her 
through prolonged illness. Miss Winter had not op- 
posed the Doctor’s conditioned acceptance her generous 
gift—that she continue live the house for the rest 
her life. 


Nor was her presence resented the Doctor’s lovely bride 
whom brought the house. When Sharon was nine 
years old, her mother, with the same patient understand- 
ing, had accepted the intrusion Mrs. Parr. Mrs. Parr 
had arrived for visit, but the strength her influence 
building the Doctor’s practice, she remained per- 
manent resident. was during the memorable summer 
vacation that Cora confided her daughter that both the 
spinster and the Mrs. Parr had been 
love with her husband. Since the death, the two 
women who heartily despised each other, found consola- 
tion the magnanimity Mrs. O’Dell. 


Sharon loved her father and with Cora kept memory alive 
recalling his presence every activity. the girl 
was once sensitive the change her home when she 
returned from school learn that her mother had re- 
married and was bringing step-father live the home 
that had been Dr. O’Dell’s. Sharon studies the effect 
the change her mother, Miss Winter, Mrs. Parr 
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and Mr. Stewart. The story centered her searching 
study the personality that had captured first her 
mother’s imagination, then her heart, and with alarming 
suddenness the girl discovers that she, too, love with 
Mr. Stewart. Her decision away from home work 
the climax the story. 


The Broken Pitcher promising first novel. The author 
has gift for creating setting for her characters; some- 
times refreshing description the surface loveliness 
nature, or, again, attempt capture expression 
the inner beauty that radiantly proclaims the dignity 
the human creature. Very often, the expression falls 
short the thought behind it, and the idea becomes bur- 
dened with the words that echo too closely philosophic 
jargon. But her characters are strong: strong feeling, 
strong discipline. They are studied too closely, how- 
ever, and the more than few bright flashes insight are 
outnumbered the instances almost tiresome 
scrutiny. Her expressions, too, are often quoted 
sage; often questioned obscure. 


Stimulating style and thought, The Broken Pitcher 
will appeal the mature reader. The average reader 
will find the author’s vocabulary obstacle full enjoy- 
ment. 
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